The Causes oj the World War
The first of these proposals emanated from Sir Edward
Grey. Anxious to stop-the march towards open hostility,
he put forward the idea of a conference similar to that
which had assembled during the recent Balkan war:
it was suggested that the ambassadors of the Great
Powers in London not directly interested should meet
the British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs "to
endeavour to find a means of preventing complications/'
while the various diplomatic agents should urge the
Governments of Vienna, Belgrade, and St. Petersburg
to suspend all military operations until the end of the
conference.(25) The Foreign Secretary felt that since
armed intervention by Russia must necessarily be the
reply to Austrian aggression against Serbia, a general
suspension of hostilities would help towards finding
a compromise between the parties at issue.
France and Italy acquiesced in this proposal, and
Sazonov adhered to it in principle; but as direct negotia-
tions had been opened between the Russian Cabinet and
the Austrian Cabinet and appeared to be progressing
favourably he requested that their result be awaited
before any further action were taken, at the same
time announcing that in the event of their failure he
would rally to the English proposal, or to any other
"capable of leading to a peaceful settlement of the
conflict,"06)
Germany however replied by a flat refusal, and she even
judged it unnecessary to consult Vienna. On his own
responsibility Jagow declared that any conference would
in effect amount to a "court of arbitration" which could
only meet at the request of both Austria and Russia. The
British ambassador, to whom this statement was made,
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